Adventurous at

HEART
by Gigi Renee

irst and foremost, I am a collector of many things.
My ever-growing collection of silk, velvet, lace,
embroidery, and other unique discoveries compelled
me to start designing my own clothing so I could enjoy
these treasures every day. Recycling is now the foundation
of my work; taking throwaways and transforming them
into treasures that are uniquely beautiful and functional is
my passion. To be able to turn a old item into something
to be presently cherished and enjoyed gives me a deep
sense of creative satisfaction. 
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My inspiration for the featured designs, “Violet Muse,”
“Bohemian Sunset,” and “Shades of Paris,” were born from
my love of vintage textiles, the renewed feeling of spring,
and the colors that accompany the season. For me, this
collection is a representation of the romantic and free
spirit. Materials for this project include silk camisoles, torn
linen, antique lace, doilies, and miscellaneous pretties.
Once the textiles are gathered, the organic creative
process begins. While playing with the pieces of fabric, the
design I am creating takes on a life of its own. Surrendering
to that process is at the heart of my creativity and is very
cathartic for me. From that creative place, the pieces begin
to assemble into a desired pattern while keeping comfort,
fit, and practicality at the forefront of my mind. Before
long, you have a romantic, playful garment that is also a
reincarnation of magical times of the past.
I choose to think outside the box and make wearable art
because the adornment of clothing should be more than
just a daily function. It’s a way to express ourselves daily
to the world and make an impression that best represents
who we are inside, which is powerful. My designs are for
the adventurous at heart and their admirers.

Tools & Materials
•• Buttons: vintage

•• Sewing machine & serger

•• Doilies

•• Thread: coordinating

•• Fabric dye: organic

•• Tops: camisoles

•• Fabric softener

•• Trim: crochet

•• Lace: scraps

Technique
There are two ways to dye the garment: Dye pieces before
assembly, or dye them after the garment is already sewn.
If you have stiff pieces of crochet or lace, soak them in
warm water and fabric softener for 1 hour; proportions are
1-gallon warm water to 1 cap full of softener. Wash and
dry. Set up your color dye following the manufacturer’s
instructions. Do not wet garment before dipping. Dying
a dry garment will give the color a more vintage uneven
faded look. If you do want a solid, even look, then you can
soak your garment in water before dying. Wash in cold
water, and dry well on low. Gather fabric pieces, and start
assembly. Double-stitch everything because of the wide
gaps between the crochet for extra support. ◆
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Tips
• Vintage textiles can be found in antique
markets, flea markets, and thrift stores.
• Decide the color you will be dying the garment
before you start to sew so you can match the
thread to the color of the dye. White thread will
not dye, and your stitch line will be very visible.
This is not attractive, of course. I learned by trial
and error on this one.
• Preshrink all fabric before assembly. This will
ensure the desired fit.
• Use quality materials no matter what. This is
the difference between a cheap design and an
elegant one.
• Don’t limit your imagination; express yourself to
the fullest!

Gigi Renee is the designer and owner of Vintage Moon, a vintage
boutique in Asheville, North Carolina. For more information, go to
vintagemoonasheville.com and gigisvintagemoon.etsy.com.
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